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Steve McCurry
Da circa 30 anni, Steve McCurry è considerato una delle voci più autorevoli della fotografia contemporanea. La sua maestria nell'uso del colore, l'empatia e l'umanità delle sue foto fanno sì che le sue immagini siano indimenticabili. Ha ottenuto copertine di libri e di riviste, ha pubblicato svariati libri e moltissime sono le sue mostre aperte in tutto il mondo. 
Nato nei sobborghi di Philadelphia, McCurry studia cinema e storia alla Pennsylvania State University prima di andare a lavorare in un giornale locale. Dopo molti anni come freelance, McCurry compie un viaggio in India, il primo di una lunga serie. Con poco più di uno zaino per i vestiti e un altro per i rullini, si apre la strada nel subcontinente, esplorando il paese con la sua macchina fotografica. 
Dopo molti mesi di viaggio, si ritrova a passare il confine con il Pakistan. Là, incontra un gruppo di rifugiati dell'Afghanistan, che gli permettono di entrare clandestinamente nel loro paese, proprio quando l'invasione russa chiudeva i confini a tutti i giornalisti occidentali. Riemergendo con i vestiti tradizionali e una folta barba, McCurry trascorre settimane tra i Mujahidin, così da mostrare al mondo le prime immagini del conflitto in Afghanistan, dando finalmente un volto umano ad ogni titolo di giornale. 
Da allora, McCurry ha continuato a scattare fotografie mozzafiato in tutti i sei continenti. I suoi lavori raccontano di conflitti, di culture che stanno scomparendo, di tradizioni antiche e di culture contemporanee, ma sempre mantenendo al centro l'elemento umano che ha fatto sì che la sua immagine più famosa, la ragazza afgana, fosse una foto così potente. 
McCurry è stato insignito di alcuni tra i più importanti premi della fotografia, inclusa la Robert Capa Gold Medal, il premio della National Press Photographers e per quattro volte ha ricevuto il primo premio del concorso World Press Photo. Il ministro della cultura francese lo ha nominato cavaliere dell'Ordine delle Arti e delle Lettere e, più recentemente, la Royal Photographic Society di Londra gli ha conferito la Centenary Medal for Lifetime Achievement.
McCurry ha pubblicato molti libri, tra cui The Imperial Way (1985), Monsoon (1988), Portraits (1999), South Southeast (2000), Sanctuary (2002), The Path to Buddha: A Tibetan Pilgrimage (2003), Steve McCurry (2005), Looking East (2006), In the Shadow of Mountains (2007), The Unguarded Moment, (2009), The Iconic Photographs (2011), Untold: The Stories Behind the Photographs (2013), From These Hands: A Journey Along the Coffee Trail (2015), India (2015), Leggere (2016) e Afghanistan (2017). 
Premi
2016 
Epica Bronze Award for Valentino SS16 Campaign
2016 
Lucie Award for Book Publisher of the Year, 21st Editions, Humanity, New York, 
NY
2016 
Clio Award for Valentino SS16 (4), Rome, Italy
2016 
International Award of Photography, Centro Di Ricerca E Archiviazione Della Fotografia, Spilimbergo, Pordenone, Italy
2016 
Honorary Doctorate and Honorary Professorship, Amity University, Uttar Pradesh, India
2014 
Centenary Medal for Lifetime Achievement, Royal Photographic Society, London, England
2014 
Hamdan International Photography Award, Dubai, UAE
2013 
Appointed Knight of the Order of Arts and Letters, France
2012 
Recipient of Humanity in the Arts Peace Award; International Committee of Artists for Peace
2012 
Pictures of the Year International Book Award for The Iconic Photographs
2011 
Leica Hall of Fame Award, St. Moritz, Switzerland
2011 
Prix LiberPress, Girona, Spain
2009 
Abrogino D’Oro, Milan, Italy
2006 
Lowell Thomas GOLD
2006 
National Press Photographers Association 1st Place, Buddha Rising, National Geographic, Dec.
2006 
Honorary Fellowship, New Zealand Institute of Professional Photography (NZIPP)-May 4th
2005 
Honorary Fellowship, The Royal Photographic Society of Great Britain, 
London
2005 
Photographic Society of America Photojournalism Division-International Understanding through
2003 
International Photography Awards, CA, the Lucie Award for 
Photojournalism
2003 
Distinguished Alumni Award, Pennsylvania State University, PA
2003 
Co-recipient of the NY Film Festival Gold for documentary, “Afghan Girl: Found”
2002 
Distinguished Visiting Fellow, College of Creative Studies, University of California
2002 
Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa, Fairleigh Dickinson University, NJ
2002 
Photographer of the Year, PMDA Professional Photographer Award
2002 
Photographer of the Year, American Photo Magazine
2002 
United Nations International Photographic Council: Special Recognition Award

In recognition of his ceaseless devotion and outstanding achievement in Photography.
2002 
French Art Directors Association, Award of Excellence for “Women of 
Afghanistan”
2001 
Photography Annual, Communication Arts

Award of Excellence, Book Series, South SouthEast
2000 
Picture of the Year Competition

Book of the Year, South SouthEast

Magazine Feature Picture Award of Excellence: ‘Women in Field, Yemen’
1999 
Pennsylvania State University, PA, Lifetime Fellow Award
1998 
Life Magazine: 'The Eisenstaedt Awards' - Our World Photo Winner, 'Red Boy'

Life Magazine: 'The Eisenstaedt Awards' - Our World Essay Finalist, 'India'
1998 
Picture of the Year Competition, Award of Excellence, Portraits: ‘Red Boy’
1998 
SAJA, Southern Asian Journalistic Award, Outstanding Special Project

National Geographic Story, India: 50 Years of Independence

SAJA, Southern Asian Journalistic Award, Outstanding Photograph: 'Red Boy'
1997 
Picture of the Year Competition

Magazine Feature Picture Award of Excellence: 'Fishermen'
1996 
Picture of the Year Competition

Magazine Feature Picture Story Award: 'Beggar'

Magazine Feature Picture Story Award: 'Burma: The Richest of the Poor Countries'
1994 
Pennsylvania State University, Arts and Architecture Distinguished Alumni Award
1993 
National Press Photographers Association, Award of Excellence for 'Rubble of War'
1992 
Oliver Rebbot Memorial Award, Overseas Press Club

Best Photographic Reporting from Abroad on Gulf War Coverage
1992 
Picture of the Year Competition

Magazine Feature Picture Award of Excellence: 'Fiery Aliens'

First Place, Magazine Science Award: 'Camels under a Blackened Sky'

First Place, Gulf War News Story: 'Kuwait: After the Storm'
1992 
World Press Photo Competition

First Place, Nature and Environment: 'Oil-Stricken Bird', Kuwait

First Place, General News Stories: 'Kuwait after the Storm'

Children's Award: 'Camels under a Blackened Sky'
1990 
Award of Excellence, White House News Photographers Association, ‘Spanish
Gypsy'
1987 
Medal of Honor, Philippines, for coverage of the 1986 Philippine Revolution
1986 
Oliver Rebbot Memorial Award, Overseas Press Club

Best Photographic Reporting from Abroad for work done in the Philippines
1985 
Oliver Rebbot Award Citation: 'Monsoons' and 'The New Faces of Baghdad'
1984 
World Press Competition, Four First Prize First place, Nature and Nature Series; First place, Daily Life and Daily Life Series
1984 
National Press Photographers Association: Magazine Photographer of the Year
1980 
Robert Capa Gold Medal Award, for coverage of the war in Afghanistan for Time Magazine
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